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Welcome to the
Winter 2018 edition of
The Hebridean Times
Our 30th Anniversary season has been an extremely
successful one with exceptional levels of occupancy
and customer satisfaction. Our summer, out of area cruises
were blessed with warm and settled weather, with guests
enjoying cocktails on the deck during the long daylight
hours as we explored the south coast of England, the coast
of Northern France and Belgium, and even the thrill of
sailing under Tower Bridge and berthing alongside
HMS Belfast on the Thames.
We have now arrived at our winter home of Greenock on

13

the River Clyde, where Hebridean Princess will undergo her
annual re-ﬁt. General maintenance will be undertaken and
guest cabins refurbished to ensure they all oﬀer the same
level of luxury and comfort.
The winter months will also be spent planning the 2020
season of cruises and the brochure design team will be
busy producing the brand-new Cruise Directory which will
be launched in the spring. As always, we are endeavouring
to ensure our itineraries appeal to both new and returning
guests by introducing maiden ports of call, enlightening
guest lecturers and exciting new themed cruises.
In this issue of The Hebridean Times, guest speaker and
Arts Society lecturer Stella Grace Lyons, looks forward to
‘The Romantic Main and Rhine’ cruise on board
MS Royal Crown in July, and we focus on ‘Westering Home
and Whisky Galore’ as Hebridean Princess returns from her
Orcadian adventure to her home port of Oban in August.
Our thanks to regular guest John Noorani for his feature
article commemorating the centenary of the tragic sinking
of HMY Iolaire on January 1st 1919.
Seasons Greetings from all at Hebridean Island Cruises and
we hope to welcome you on board in 2019.

German Greats on the Romantic Main and Rhine

7-8

Louise Pratt
Hebridean Times Editor

www.hebrideancruises.com
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NEWS IN BRIEF
For the past 10 years, Hebridean Island Cruises has been a proud sponsor
of the Ilkley Literature Festival, an annual event held over 17 days at the
start of October.
Over the last forty-five years, innumerable famous authors have passed through its doors from international figures and Nobel prize winners to poets, broadcasters and journalists.
There have been residencies, literary walks, discussions, commissions, workshops,
exhibitions, performances and moments of high drama. Each year, around 250 events take
place in a variety of venues across
the town and beyond.
Our sponsored event this year
took place on Monday, 1st
October where the featured
author was the BBC’s World
across the world for more than 25 years. A small group of
Hebridean guests were able to enjoy a drinks reception with
canapés in Ilkley’s Winter Gardens, before taking their front row
seats on the balcony at the King’s Hall for John’s informative talk
relating to his life and work. John introduced his first revelatory
thriller, featuring Jon Swift who takes matters into his own hands

© Memory Potifa

when a politician is found dead.

2018 BOUTIQUE CRUISE LINE OF THE YEAR
Food and Travel Magazine has been in publication for over fourteen years and has gained a
reputation as a leading authority on United Kingdom travel and exploration, fun and exciting global
destinations as well as authentic foods, restaurants and bars.
Each month, the magazine brings together an exciting and alluring mix of
stunning photography and stories from some of the world's best travel and
food writers, providing an insight for those seeking an exceptional holiday, a
thrilling new restaurant experience or an inspired idea for a dinner party, with
the best new wine to match.
The annual Food and Travel Magazine awards recognize the very best in the
world’s food and travel, and at this year’s prestigious awards ceremony, held at
the RAC Club, Pall Mall, London, Hebridean Island Cruises was delighted to win
the category of Adventure/Boutique Cruise Line of 2018, for the second
consecutive year.
Ken Charleson, Managing Director of Hebridean Island Cruises commented
"We are delighted to win this fantastic award at such a respected event - this
really does illustrate our commitment to providing the very best cruise

We were up against strong competition, but every vote counted, and we
would like to thank everyone who cast their votes to help us win this
prestigious award.
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VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE

by Captain Richard Heaton

Captain Richard Heaton

s we near the end of our cruising season,
there is so much to look back on and
reﬂect. In what has been an incredibly
busy year, we have enjoyed some fabulous
cruising and visits ashore - not just in Hebridean
Princess’s home waters here on the West Coast,
but much further aﬁeld in the English Channel.
During our summer programme, we visited some
familiar places in France, the Channel Islands and
England. Whilst this was a welcome return, after
a two-year sabbatical, it was a pleasure to visit
some new channel ports for the very ﬁrst time.

A

With exceptional weather for our summertime sojourn, we
ventured west along the French coast to Roscoﬀ - a truly
magical little town. With guests enjoying a short boat trip
to visit Ile de Batz in glorious sunshine, there was still
ample time to explore the old town - steeped in history
and boasting some very impressive architecture. Heading
eastwards to St Malo, it really was a trip down memory
lane. My ﬁrst real experience at sea was some 24 years
ago. Joining the STS Malcolm Miller in St Malo the day
after the Tall Ship’s Race ﬁnished. Mesmerised by such an
incredible collection of sailing vessels, from all around the
world, nothing prepared me for the impressive sight - the
old walled city. Wandering the cobbled streets, you can’t
help but admire the history and the conﬂict that this
fortress has endured over the years…if only walls could talk.
Our warmest welcome this summer came from the locals
at Boulogne-sur-Mer. Swapping Scottish lochs for tidal
ones, we negotiated the tight entrance to the harbour and
through the gates into the largest ﬁshing port in France.
Whilst guests toured the city and visited the stunning
cathedral, oﬃcials from the Tourism, Port & Mayor’s Oﬃce
joined us for a glass of champagne on board. Accepting a
piece of artwork, depicting part of the old town, the Mayor
explained that the Hebridean Princess was a new friend to
Boulogne-sur-Mer and that this picture by a local artist
should inspire a collection to be added to at future visits. I

Boulogne-sur-Mer
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have to say I think that is one of the most touching
sentiments I have ever heard.

Roscoff

WINTER 2018

Ostend - Pilot

Cruising the Kyles of Bute

Visiting the old town in east Dunkirk was a stark contrast

of his fondest memories of his seagoing career will live on,

to my ferry days prior to Hebridean Island Cruises.

especially as Hebridean Princess featured in his book as

Working cross-channel, from Dover to Dunkirk, I only ever

one of his top 10 ships of the Clyde.

saw the western docks, but bringing Hebridean Princess to
a berth in the centre of the old town was a much more
welcome sight! Departing from Dunkirk, we headed as far
east as our summer programme would allow - Ostend.
Having never used the pilot station before, I was quite
dubious when we were told to approach a vessel that was
about the same size as us. Then, just a few hundred
metres oﬀ, we had much relief - a tiny daughter craft was
launched, bouncing the pilot over the waves to our
welcoming ladder.

Now we come to the absolute highlight of my year, which
was a morning cruise we undertook just last week. We set
sail on a chilly, yet clear morning from our overnight
anchorage in Kames Bay, situated to the west of the Isle of
Bute. Just before breakfast, guests joined us up on the
Bridge Deck to enjoy the glass calm waters and stunning
autumnal colours - setting the scene perfectly, as we made
our way towards the Kyles of Bute. Although we have
transited this narrow passage many times over the years,
never have I seen conditions so perfect. Passing through

Throughout all of our south coast cruising this year, I have

the buoyed channel, the timing could not have been more

to say that we have had some great pilots. Not only do

perfect - the sunrise glistening on the water ahead of us.

they perform such an important duty for visiting vessels,

Whilst we visit some unique and wonderful places ashore,

imparting vital local knowledge, but they always bring a

we should never lose sight of what surrounds us aﬂoat.

welcome smile and air of friendliness that is equally

From the local wildlife to the stunning scenery, coastline

mirrored in the ports we have visited and the people

and colours accentuated by seasonal changes, let’s not

we met.

forget to take time out to just cruise, relax and enjoy our

On a more sombre note, I was saddened to hear of the

surroundings!

passing of one of Hebridean Princess’s ﬁrst masters Captain Robin L Hutchison or ‘Hurricane Hutch’. I had the
great privilege to meet Robin in Greenock a couple of
winters ago and returning once more, he enjoyed seeing
how ‘the old girl’ had blossomed over the years into what
we all enjoy today. He will be missed, but thankfully some

www.hebrideancruises.com
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GERMAN GREATS

ON THE

ROMANTIC MAIN

AND

RHINE

GUEST SPEAKER
STELLA gRACE LYONS
Stella Grace Lyons studied History of Art at the University of Bristol, has
completed an MA and is an accredited Arts Society lecturer. She spent a year
studying Renaissance Art in Italy at the British Institute of Florence and
attended drawing classes at the prestigious Charles H. Cecil studios. Stella has
delivered talks for various arts societies and for the National Trust. Her talks will
encompass the 19th century German romantic landscape painter, Caspar David
Friedrich, Renaissance painter and printmaker Lucas Cranach the Elder and
Albrecht Dürer, painter, printmaker and theorist of the German Renaissance.

erman art has often been overlooked and
neglected. This is particularly the case
for the artworks produced during the
middle ages and Renaissance. Yet germany has
an extremely rich and varied tradition in the
history of art; from the precise Renaissance
woodcarvings and prints, to romantic paintings
imbued with beauty and mystery, to the
tumultuous period of the Third Reich, where art
was distorted into a tool of terror. In July 2019,
guests on the Romantic Main and Rhine river
cruise will have the wonderful opportunity to
explore this tradition, and see gems by the
german greats: Albrecht Dürer, Hans Holbein the
Younger, Lucas Cranach the Elder, Stefan
Lochner, Max Liebermann, Max Beckmann, and
Caspar David Friedrich.

g

Why have we dismissed German art? The truth is we
haven’t, at least, not always. In the late 19th century Britons
were extremely knowledgeable about German culture;
literature, poetry, music and art. At this point, and in the
18th century, German culture laid the foundations for the
Western world. Germany invented the romantic sensibility,

and it was Caspar David Friedrich who depicted this
sensibility in paint, in his melancholic and highly
imaginative works.
But in the 20th century it all went wrong; people struggled
to appreciate the new art emerging from Germany.
Perhaps it was too raw for their taste. Max Beckmann for
example, described the eﬀects of World War I as an ‘injury’
to his soul and produced images reﬂecting his experience
that are confrontational, powerful and haunting.
Knowledge and appreciation for German art dwindled
during the ﬁrst world war, and disappeared almost
completely by the time of the second.
In July, we will be lucky enough to explore German works
in some of the ﬁnest collections in the country, as we
cruise along the Main and Rhine. We start the week with a
visit to Schloss Weissenstein, an opulent Baroque palace
complete with marbled staircases, frescoed ceilings, and a
shell-studded grotto. Here guests can admire Lothar Franz’
large collection of Old Masters, including works by Dürer
and many by other European painters including Breughel,
van Dyck, Rubens and Titian.
A particular highlight of our trip for art lovers will be a visit
to the Städel museum in Frankfurt. The collection spans
700 years of art; from the middle ages, to the present day.

Cologne Cathedral Altarpiece
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This trip will be full of varied delights for art and culture
lovers. Expect to be bombarded with artworks that are
opulent and beautiful, but also those that are powerful and
provocative. I look forward to seeing you and to discussing
the works on board!

Germany

FRANKFURT
KOBLENZ

Mo

In Cologne, guests will be treated to two artistic wonders.
The prestigious Wallraf-Richartz collection will again
provide an opportunity to see German masters, including
works by Dürer and Caspar David Friedrich. Personally, I
am extremely excited about ﬁnally visiting a work known
as the ‘Cologne Mona Lisa’, by Stefan Lochner, one of the
most famous German medieval painters. The work,
oﬃcially titled ‘Madonna in the Rose-bower’, is a panel
painting that dates from around 1440. It is one of the ﬁnest
examples of Mary shown in a hortus conclusus (an
enclosed garden), a symbol of her virginity. Our ﬁnal
excursion will be to Cologne cathedral, a building adorned
with treasures, including the altar at the heart of St. Mary's
Chapel, painted in 1442 and considered to be a
masterpiece from the late Gothic Cologne School of
Painting.

COLOGNE
BONN
Rhi

Look out for the German greats here; the collection
includes works by Hans Holbein the Younger, Lucas
Cranach the Elder, and an exquisitely coloured early work
‘The Little Garden of Paradise’ by an anonymous artist,
known as the Upper Rhenish Master. The Städel museum is
also the location of some fantastic 20th century German
paintings. These include works by Max Liebermann, a
German-Jewish Impressionist painter who became the
leading painter in 1890s Berlin. His portraits and
impressionistic landscapes were in great demand in the
19th century, but due to his Jewish background, his work
was conﬁscated during Nazi rule. Max Beckmann, Otto Dix
and Ernst Ludwig Kirchner are also represented; three
‘degenerate’ artists who explored the brutalities of the war
in works exploding with colour, power and expression. The
collection also houses masterpieces by European artists,
including works by Jan van Eyck, Vermeer, Botticelli,
Monet, Degas and Picasso.

Schloss Weissenstein

THE ROMANTIC MAIN AND RHINE
nuremberg to Cologne
sunday 14th to monday 22nd July 2019
8 nights fully inclusive
Prices per person

Twin Cabins

Deluxe Cabin

Brochure Fare

Double Cabins Premium Cabin

Single Cabins

Royal Suite

Deluxe Cabin

New Fare

$5,925

$5,333

$7,425

$6,683

$9,525
$7,410

$8,573
$6,669

www.hebrideancruises.com

8

THE HEBRIDEAN TIMES

WESTERING HOME AND WHISKY GALORE

st. magnus Cathedral, Kirkwall

italian Chapel, orkney

ext summer, Hebridean Princess will
voyage to the Northern Isles of Orkney
and Shetland for a series of four
extended cruises to uncover some of the best
secrets of these remote outposts with a
distinctly Nordic feel.

our ﬁrst port of call is the historic town of Wick which has

as we return to our home port of oban, we tour some of

on the British mainland.

N

the ﬁnest distilleries in the northern and Western isles to
taste some of the ﬁnest whiskies for which scotland is
world renowned. however, you do not need to be a
whisky connoisseur, or even a whisky lover, to enjoy this
cruise of varied adventure as in every port of call
alternative visits are available – there is something to
appeal to everyone.
embarking in the east coast port

been a royal Burgh since the 16th century. at the Wick
heritage museum, located in the heart of the Thomas
Telford designed Pulteneytown, we discover the many
aspects of life during the heyday of the herring ﬁshing
industry. alternatively, we can enjoy our ﬁrst tasting of the
maritime malt at old Pulteney, the most northerly distillery

arriving in orkney, we go ashore in the capital, Kirkwall,
which was granted royal Burgh status by James iii of
scotland in 1486. Kirkwall's skyline is dominated by the
magniﬁcent st magnus Cathedral, known as The Light of
the north, where we can enjoy a guided tour. The
cathedral was commissioned by earl rognvald Kali in the
12th century and took 100 years to complete, using locally
quarried red and yellow sandstone. most unusually, the

of invergordon could not be

cathedral is not the property of any particular church, but

simpler with our rail or air

belongs to the people of Kirkwall.

packages, our experienced
reservations staﬀ will assist
with travel arrangements to
inverness to connect with
our onward coach transfer to
the port. alternatively you
can park your car in oban

or perhaps travel to highland Park, standing proud in
orkney’s remote and remarkable landscape, where whisky
has been distilled since 1798. here we meet the modernday Viking descendants, whose passion and skill continue
the centuries old traditions to ensure the whisky
stands apart.

and join our transfer to

scapa flow, an excellent natural harbour, was a major

invergordon at the start of

royal navy base during both world wars. in the early

the cruise.

months of World War ii, a German submarine slipped into
scapa flow and sank the HMS Royal Oak, killing 833 men

9
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out of its crew of 1,400. Winston Churchill, first Lord of
the admiralty at the time, ordered that causeways be

ORKNEY

constructed to block most of the eastern approaches. These
causeways came to be called the Churchill Barriers, and
today they provide road links connecting several islands.
We travel along the causeway to Lamb holm to wonder at

Cape Wrath
Callanish Stones
Carloway Broch

Wick
Old Pulteney
Distillery
Wick Museum

Stornoway

the beautiful and unique italian Chapel, built by the italian

Tarbert

prisoners of war who helped to construct the barriers.

Harris
Distillery

Kirkwall
St Magnus
Cathedral
Highland
Park Distillery
Scapa
Distillery
Italian Chapel
Churchill
Barriers

INVERGORDON

The distillery at scapa sits in a beautiful location
overlooking scapa flow, a wonderful backdrop to taste
this artisanal single malt forged by the extreme elements

RAASAY
Raasay Distillery
Raasay House

Armadale
Torabhaig Distillery
Armadale Castle

of orkney.
Leaving orcadia in our wake, we plot a south-westerly
course, round Cape Wrath and head for the Western isle

Kyle Rhea
Loch Hourn
Inverie
Old Forge Pub

Loch Sunart
Tobermory

Ardnamurchan Distillery

Tobermory
Distillery

OBAN

of Lewis, where the magniﬁcent neolithic standing stones
of Callanish were erected some 5,000 years ago.

at dun

Carloway we discover the ruins of a well-preserved broch,

on skye, we head to armadale and the romantic ruins of

an iron age structure designed to impress and defend. at

the castle, spiritual home of Clan donald, and the museum

9 metres tall, it still stands close to its impressive full

of the isles which charts 1,500 years of highland history, or

height and we can observe an excellent cross-section of a

visit the distillery at Torabhaig, the second ever licensed

broch which was probably constructed around 200 BC.

single malt scotch Whisky distillery on the island.

sailing south to harris, we arrive in Tarbert where we can

The ardnamurchan peninsula is home to scotland’s

partake in a tour of the island with its stunning scenery

greenest distillery. sitting in a spectacular location on the

and the rich history which has shaped its identity across

shores of Loch sunart, the ardnamurchan distillery

the centuries, with norse and Gaelic inﬂuences evident.

opened in July 2014 to begin the process of producing

The recently opened isle of harris distillery produces an

what will eventually become world-class single malts.

award-winning gin, which has become a ﬁrm favourite on
board Hebridean Princess.

our ﬁnal port of call is the Georgian capital of mull,
Tobermory, where there is the opportunity for a little retail

Crossing The minch to the inner sound, we make landfall

therapy or refreshing strolls in the colourful harbour town.

on the isle of raasay to discover the island’s ﬁrst legal

established in 1798, Tobermory distillery is one of the

distillery. during our tour we learn of their innovative

oldest commercial distilleries in scotland. here we can

whisky making process and philosophy and catch sight of

compare two diﬀerent, but equally alluring, single malts:

the incredible view across to skye. otherwise, you may

the fruity, unpeated Tobermory and the more robust and

choose to explore the island on foot before enjoying well

smoky Ledaig.

earned refreshments at raasay house, where Johnson and
Boswell were guests of the macleod chief in 1773.

invergordon to oban
monday 5th to Tuesday 13th august 2019
8 nights fully inclusive
Brochure Fare

New Fare

Outside Double/Twin

$8,520

$7,668

$11,910

$10,719

Outside Single

$15,960

Inside Double/Twin
Inside Single

on this voyage of discovery.

SlainteMhath

Guest speaker
Charles MacLean

WESTERING HOME
AND WHISKY GALORE

Prices per person

We hope you will join us

SOLD OUT
$14,364

Charles macLean has been writing
about scotch whisky for thirty-six years,
and has published seventeen books on
the subject. he sits on several judging
panels, including that of the
international Wine & spirits
Competition, has chaired the nosing
panel of the scotch malt Whisky society
since 1992, and advises many whisky
companies on cask selection and flavour
profiling. he was the founding editor of
Whisky magazine, writes regularly for
several international magazines and
websites and is a frequent commentator
on TV and radio.

www.hebrideancruises.com
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THE FORGOTTEN DISASTER - The loss of H.M.Y Iolaire

H.M.Y. Iolaire

he 1911 census records some 30,000
people living on the Isle of Lewis. During
the great War, around 6,200 joined the
armed forces and 1,200 (17%) died during or
shortly after the cessation of hostilities. In terms
of the percentage of the total population, this
meant that in the islands of Lewis and Harris the
loss was roughly double that for the rest of the
country. Even more signiﬁcant was the fact that
most of the able-bodied men in the population
joined up, so individual losses had a much
greater eﬀect on families. Thus the majority of
families lost at least one male member, and all
will know of lost friends and acquaintances.

T

Beasts of holm from the land

H.M.Y. Iolaire was under the command of Commander
Mason and prior to leaving Stornoway he expressed
concerns because roughly half the crew were away on
Christmas leave. Nevertheless he sailed to Kyle as ordered,
arriving on New Year’s Eve.
On arrival he spoke again to the oﬃcer in charge at Kyle of
Lochalsh, Commander Walsh, expressing concerns about
the level of life saving equipment he had on board – two
lifeboats and 80 lifejackets. Concerns were also raised over
entering Stornoway harbour at night. During these
discussions a further two trains arrived at the station, and
Commander Mason reluctantly agreed to sail. It is worth
reminding ourselves that the men would be desperate to
get home for Hogmanay and they set sail for Stornoway,
leaving at 19:30, 30 minutes ahead of S.S. Sheila.

It is Christmas 1918 in Stornoway on the Isle of Lewis. The

In Stornoway there is a sense of anticipation as the relatives

Armistice to end the ﬁghting of the Great War has been

wait for the arrival of their loved ones. At 03:30 on the 1st

signed, and whilst the signing of the formal Peace Treaty is

January 1919 Rear-Admiral Boyle, Oﬃcer Commanding,

still some way oﬀ, the forces are being demobilised and

Stornoway, had ﬁve ‘half-dead, bedraggled survivors’ report

returning home.

to him but he could get little information out of them.

Many of the demobilised men will arrive home in time for

Around 06:00 it was becoming common knowledge in the

Hogmanay, so with the religious formalities of Christmas

town that there had been a major shipwreck involving

now past there is a gathering of relatives in Stornoway, all

military personnel outside the harbour. The relatives then

in high spirits waiting to welcome their menfolk home and,

started making their way along the shore towards the scene,

no doubt, making plans for the future.

some two miles outside the harbour entrance. As they

The men will travel by train to Kyle of Lochalsh, then by
David MacBrayne ferry to Stornoway. Like their families
waiting for them in Stornoway, they were in high spirits,

walked they started ﬁnding bodies washed up on the
beach.
Later, at around 09:00, one man was seen to be still

wanting to get back to their families, some of whom they

clinging to the mast. Eﬀorts were made to rescue him, and

wouldn’t have seen for years. In anticipation of the

when the sea eased a little, an hour later he was rescued

numbers needing transport being far in excess of the

with a skiﬀ and landed on the pier at Stornoway. Donald

capabilities of the regular steamer, the S.S. Sheila, the Naval

Morrison would later recount that; “I was the only one

authorities had ordered H.M.Y. Iolaire to Kyle of Lochalsh

[from the Iolaire] to step ashore on Stornoway pier”. Later

from Stornoway to assist.

that day exhausted survivors started stumbling into their
townships. However for many, that New Year’s Day, and

11
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by John Noorani

Beasts of holm from the sea

The grave of an H.M.Y. Iolaire victim

H.M.Y. Iolaire memorial

after would mean searching for the bodies of their sons,

The ship left Kyle of Lochalsh with 280 persons on board.

husbands, brothers and neighbours. 60 bodies would never

79 survived, 201 were lost, making this the worst peacetime

be found.

shipping disaster since the Titanic.

Investigations started immediately to discover what had

John Finlay Macleod was awarded both the Scottish

happened, and were immediately hampered by the loss of

Humane Society Medal and the Lloyds Silver Medal for his

all the Oﬃcers on H.M.Y. Iolaire. It was established that

actions.

about 00:30 on 1st January 1919, the ship encountered

After the inconclusive enquiry there was a feeling in the

deteriorating weather including squalls and drizzle. As the

islands that the Admiralty wanted to suppress the matter

wind strengthened to Gale Force a local ﬁshing boat

and it did not get the publicity it deserved, a view possibly

reported seeing the H.M.Y. Iolaire and noted it had failed to

encouraged by the fact the full papers relating to the

change course for the harbour. Visibility was now poor with

incident were not released until 1970. An alternative view

sleet and heavy seas.

might be that after four years of war, with millions killed

Signalman William Saunders, based in Stornoway, reported

and maimed, the public were sated with bad news.

at 01:55 seeing a blue light which he interpreted as a vessel

Whatever the true reason this particularly tragic incident,

requesting a pilot. It was, in fact, a distress signal from the

which had long term consequences for Lewis and Harris,

ship as it hit the Beasts of Holm, a rocky outcrop just 20

has not had the recognition it deserves. In most of the

yards oﬀ shore. Men jumped oﬀ the wrecked ship to try

cemeteries on Lewis you can ﬁnd headstones of service

and swim to shore, but drowned in the attempt. The

personnel giving the date of death as 1st January 1919. They

lifeboats were launched, but they were immediately

will have been on H.M.Y. Iolaire.

swamped and all therein were drowned. At about 02:25

Hebridean Princess

John Finlay Macleod of Ness took a heaving line and

frequently visits

attempted the swim to shore, he was successful and pulled

Stornoway. I would

a hawser to shore. Over this rope 40 men gained the shore.

encourage you to look

At 03:15 the ship slipped oﬀ the rocks into deeper water,

north as you enter or

dragging the hawser and taking many men to their death.

leave the harbour and

Survivors made their way to nearby Stoneyﬁeld Farm and

look at the Beasts of

were tended to by Mr and Mrs Anderson Young. Some were

Holm and remember

told to go to Stornoway for help.

the 201 men lost there

The inquiry could not establish a cause, concluding that a

in 1919 in sight, sound

navigational error was to blame – the reader will recall that

and smell of their

Commander Mason had expressed concerns about entering

homeland.

Stornoway Harbour at night, something he had never

They shall not grow old
as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them,
nor the years condemn.
And as we arrive
and as we depart Stornoway
we will remember them.
With acknowledgements to
Laurence Binyon poem ‘For the Fallen’

previously done.
My thanks to the Stornoway Historical Society for their assistance in checking this article.
'The Darkest Dawn: the story of the Iolaire Disaster, by Malcolm Macdonald and Donald John Macleod, published by Acair Books
(www.acairbooks.com/categories/non-ﬁction-titles/reference/the-darkest-dawn-(1).aspx) gives a detailed account of this tragedy.
Stornoway Lews Castle Museum have a special exhibition on the disaster until Easter 2019.
www.hebrideancruises.com
All images, with the the exception of HMY Iolaire, are from the authors own collection.
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CYCLING OVER THE MINCH WITH CHRIS BOARDMAN
In early October, we operated a cycling themed
cruise for the ﬁrst time in recent years. Whilst we
had planned to ‘Cycle over The Minch,’ the weather
had other ideas and the Captain made a number of
changes to the itinerary to ensure guests comfort
and safety. This did not seem to detract from the
overall enjoyment of the cruise, for both cyclists and
those who preferred a more relaxed pace.

Chris and his wife sally on the skye deck

The cyclists were accompanied on all rides by our experienced
cycling guide Ralph and special guest Chris Boardman, as well
as two support vehicles, which provided essential refreshments
and any maintenance equipment which may have been
required. The vehicles were also available for any guests who
found the terrain a little challenging at times!
Meanwhile, the non-cyclists were accompanied by our other
guide Pat and enjoyed distillery tours, castle visits, refreshing
walks, an exploration of the Trotternish peninsula and an
excursion to the Skerryvore Lighthouse Museum.

Cycling on Coll

On the ﬁnal night of the cruise, Chris Boardman presented
awards to some of the cyclists and also to the drivers of the
support vehicles for their help and assistance.
We would like to thank Chris Boardman for his invaluable
contribution to a very successful cruise, and for also sharing
these photographic mementos of a memorable voyage.
Due to the popularity of this itinerary, we are planning to include
a cycling themed cruise in our 2020 Hebridean Princess Cruise
Collection.

Well earned refreshements in Portree

Cycling on raasay
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Reservations: 877 600 2648

WINTER 2018

MEET THE TEAM - doreen Thomson, Purser
growing up on a farm on Westray, Orkney Islands with
wonderful parents and family made me what I am today.
After ﬁnishing school in Kirkwall, I studied Hospitality Management in
Dundee. Then the trouble started, I got the travel bug.
After spending a year backpacking around the world, I returned home and
life was pretty quiet until I got a job with Princess Cruises and set oﬀ to
Miami. The plan was to stay for 3 years and then emigrate to Australia.
However, I spent almost 17 years cruising the world to many exotic
destinations which I had only ever dreamed of seeing. Some of my
favourite cruises were to West Africa and Antarctica.
After my mother sadly passed away, I decided it was time to try life on land.
Although I was working, I missed my travels, so spent my time oﬀ visiting
lots of interesting places - at the last count, I had travelled to 135 countries.

The day we sold our farm in Westray
and moved to Kirkwall

After surviving 4 years ashore, the job of Assistant Housekeeper on board
Hebridean Princess came along. The time was right and I jumped at the
chance. During my ﬁrst season I learned a great deal from Head
Housekeeper Lynn Garth, taking over from her in my second season when
she decided to move on. Housekeeping was never my preferred
department, so when I was oﬀered the position of Purser, also covering
Food and Beverage, I was back where I felt I could make a larger
contribution.
The Purser side of my dual role has been a challenge for me this year, but I
have enjoyed it. Everyday is a school day and what I enjoy the most is
making the guests smile. It is very rewarding embarking the guests, seeing
so many familiar faces walking up the gangway - and when they remember
my name, I know I have made a diﬀerence.

My volunteer project in Nepal at the public school
where I fell in love with all the children

Hebridean Princess has given me the opportunity to see my home country
of Scotland, from a very diﬀerent prespective, and there is nothing like it in
the world. This year, a crew member said whilst looking over the side of the
ship, "People pay money to see this!" Scotland is unique just like the
Hebridean Princess.

Every trip is special on Hebridean Princess
‘It’s the journey not just the destination’

Norway 2017, I always enjoy new places

Best Christmas day ever, spent on the salt ﬂats in ethiopia with the camel caravan walking past

www.hebrideancruises.com
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CROSSWORD

COMPETITION
Continuing the theme of our Westering Home and Whisky Galore cruise, featured on pages 9 and 10, the
crossword below contains the names of 15 Scottish distilleries. When you have solved all the clues, the
highlighted letters will spell out the name of a further world-renowned whisky producer.

1

2

DOWN

3
4

2

6

5

1.

Located in the heart of the Isle of Mull's capital, this
distillery was established in 1798. (9)

2.

The first legal distillery on this remote Hebridean
island, with just 160 residents, boasts arguably the best
view from any distillery in Scotland. (4, 2, 6)

3.

Situated in a small bay on the south coast of Islay, near
the ruins of Dunyveg Castle, this distinctive peaty
single malt has won numerous accolades. (9)

7

3

4. Located on the south eastern shore of Loch Indaal on
Islay, this distillery was established in 1779 by local
merchant John P. Simpson. (7)
5.
8
4

Standing proudly in Orkney's remote and remarkable
landscape, this whisky is produced by modern-day
Viking descendants. (8, 4)

6. Sheltered in a hidden bay, just north of Port Askaig,
this distillery is set amongst stunning scenery and is
now the largest on Islay. (4, 3)

9

10
5

6

ACROSS
1.

The Sleat peninsula, on the Isle of Skye, is home to this
newly opened distillery. (9)

2.

Established on Islay in 1825, this rich, peaty, malt bears a
Royal Warrant, granted by HRH The Prince of Wales. (9)

3.

This small and historic distillery was established in
Hebridean Princess’s home port in 1794. (4)

7.

Established on a farm, on the rugged west coast of
Islay in 2005, this small distillery was the first to be
built on the island for over 124 years. (9)

8.

Originally established in 1815, on the rocky southern tip
of Islay, this distillery opened and closed many times in
the 1980’s and 1990’s before being rescued by
Glenmorangie plc in 1997. (6)

9. This artisanal Orcadian malt proudly bears the symbol
of the Orkney Yole, a traditional sea-faring fishing boat,
as its signifier. (5)
10. Picturesque Lochranza is the location of this island’s
first legal distillery for over 150 years and was opened
by HM The Queen in 1997. (5)

4. Set on the shores of Loch Harport, Skye, this distillery boasts
dramatic views of the Cuillin hills. (8)
5.

Located on the southern Kintyre peninsula, this is the oldest
independent and family owned distillery in Scotland. (10)

6. Scotland’s greenest distillery, in a spectacular location at the
most westerly point of the British mainland. (12)

.

Hebridean Island Cruises Ltd, Kintail House
7020 E Acoma Dr, Suite 100, Scottsdale, AZ 85254
email: info@hebrideancruises.com
web: www.hebrideancruises.com tel: 877 600 2648

Find us on:
facebook.com/hebrideancruises.americas
twitter.com/HebCruisesNA

